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LONNY APPOINTED TO
FEDERAL TASK FORCE

RecentlY, Lonny Balbi was
hired by the Federal Department
of Justice to consult with the
Department on changes to the
Divorce Act. He prepared a
paper and attended in Ottawa for
consultations on specific
changes and amendments to be
made to our national divorce
laws.

The Federal Government is very
interested in making the divorce
process more user friendly so
that the laws meet the changing
needs of Canadian society. To
achieve this goal, consultation
with experienced Family Law
lawyers has proven to help in the
legislative process. Hopefully,
Lonny's recommendations will be
implemented.

C.\DA TAIWPINEWSL TRINWSL TR9VOL

COLLA BORA TIVE FAMILY
LAW -WHA T IS IT?

0 ur legal system was
designed to solve disputes
between warring parties: when
two people cannot agree on an
outcome, the legal process steps
in to help resolve the dispute.
The system works reasonably
well when the parties have a
dispute and there is no need for
a continuing relationship after the
dispute has arisen.

The problem in Family Law is
that in most cases, because
there are usually children as a
result of the marriage, an
ongoing relationship following
separation and divorce is
essential to the healthy survival
of the children. The traditional
legal process does not meet the
needs of these particular
disagreeing parties.

Although other methods of :

dispute resolution have been:
widely used in Family Law,
including mediation and:
arbitration, these techniques also:
have shortcomings. New thinking ~:
was needed to deal with Family j
Law conflicts. The idea of ::

Collaborative Family Law~.
emerged.

The concept of Collaborative:
Family Law basically eliminates ~.
the adversarial legal system
completely and requires all the
parties to sign an agreement at
the beginning of the Family Law
matter that requires all parties to
negotiate and act in good faith
without the threat or resort to
litigation. If either party wishes to
change from the Collaborative
Family Law model to the
litigation model, both lawyers
must withdraw from the file and
the whole process must start all
over again. There is
considerable pressure on the
parties and the lawyers to work
towards a resolution of the
problem. Resources are not
spent on litigation process
elements (drafting Affidavits,
drafting Notices of Motion,
conducting Examinations for
Discovery, sending carefully
drafted letters back and forth,
etc.). Time, money and energy




